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Century to the Present (Providence, Oxford: Berghahn Books, 1995).
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11 ##] ; Milena Jesenska. Cesta k jednoduchosti. Brno: Barrister & Principal, 1995. [ARIZH
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Hayes, The Journalism of Milena Jesenska.

“For Jesenska, the clearest sign of progress in fashion was the adoption of masculine styles of
dress for women. Men’s clothes were, according to her, simple, elegant and practical. By dressing
like men, women were claiming the freedoms that previously only men had enjoyed”. [Hayes, The
Journalism of Milena Jesenska, 10.]

“Women’s clothes restricted movement; they were awkward and Jesenska had associated
awkwardness with ugliness, unnaturalness”. [Hayes, The Journalism of Milena Jesenska , 10.]

“In this article, Jesenska made explicit the connection between the changes in fashion in accordance
with the emancipation of women and the rejection of ornament in architecture: [...] ”. [Hayes, The
Journalism of Milena Jesenska, 12.]

“To begin with, Jesenska argued that women had a much greater obligation to attend to their
physical appearance than men did. She stated that it was easy for a woman to win a man, but to
keep a man’s love a woman had to work on being attractive and pleasant. [...] For several years,
she continued to argue that women had an obligation to please their husbands”. [[Hayes, The
Journalism of Milena Jesenska, 12—13.]

“This view followed from her conviction that a woman’s role was defined by her sex. [...] In
‘A Theme that has Nothing to do with Fashion’, she argued that the infidelity of a man and the
infidelity of a woman were of a different order. Because a woman’s mission was to bear children,
she was under an obligation to uphold the highest principles in her sexual life. In other words,
Jesenska defended the double standard of sexual behaviour, which had long been attacked by
supporters of equal rights for women. [...] There, she criticised women who acted like martyrs and
tyrannised their families by complaining about the difficulties of maintaining a household”. [Hayes,
The Journalism of Milena Jesenska, 13.]

“By 1929, Jesenska had rejected completely the view that a woman should cater to the demands of
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her husband”. [Hayes, The Journalism of Milena Jesenska, 14]
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Milena Jesenska’s View on Gender:
A Consideration Focusing on Double Standard Advocacy

Sachiko HANDA

From the end of 1919 and into the 1920s Milena Jesenska (1896—1944) wrote articles for
Czech newspapers aimed primarily at female readers. Although she was not involved in any
women’s rights activities, or a member of conservative group, she tended to enlighten her
readers. In order to clarify her intentions and her ideological standpoint, this paper examines
her view on gender by focusing on double standard advocacy that a preceding study, The
Journalism of Milena Jesenskd, discusses. To begin with, this paper establishes the brief
history of the feminist movement from the 19" century until the 1920s in the Czech Lands,
Jesenska’s biographical information and a summary of her career. The author considers that
although the movement benefited Jesenska in her youth, she does not fall under feminist
ideology but that does not mean that she was closed to the conservative ideology.

In the main part, this paper examines a double standard of sexual behavior that
Jesenska is said to argue; that the infidelity of a man and the infidelity of a woman were
of a different order. This paper tries to reveal Jesenska’s intentions and concludes that she
does not intend to defend a double standard but simply tries to solve the suffering of women
realistically. Jesenska argued that men and women could not be equal because of their
physiological differences and compared the infidelity of a man to a natural disaster. This paper
shows that since she concentrated on solving the problem, she emphasized good relationships
and friendships of couples, instead of arguing about the gender equality. This paper ends with
a suggestion of her position in a gender argument by citing one of her articles that criticizes

both the feminist group and the conservative group.
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