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261



Slavia Iaponica 17 (2014)

(7]
a7 - ray b [FanRiizE Y birhAOEGTH S ] (HHROR
WX —7 A7 F—= b R — |, AIERR [BH] 2012 F5 4 5. SESE.

138H) LilRTWwB LI, 7 v FI72ELE0F c al G OHAMAIEE, 5= 3%k
OO MBI E 2 BEICT A8, Fxalw) EICREET, hRI—a v X
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Straus Giroux, 1995, pp. 95-114) &M, NI H ) —DVERR—T NV -Z AT W=V [7
FIXNVDOR] DR TRD LI IZENT VD, [NYHY =N BT X ) — AR
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PRNBER[HFEEBEONS [HIK] & LTodRk], [ 2012 45 4 5 G HEFE. 6 Ho

° Milan Kundera, Le Rideau ([ —F >]), Paris, Gallimard, 2005, p. 61.

' Milan Kundera, Zert ([JC#%]), Brno, Atlantis, 2007, p. 43.
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Zert, op.cit., p. 102.
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Milan Kundera, Les Testaments trahis ([ Z4) & L 72 5 ]), Paris, Gallimard, coll.« folio »,
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Milan Kundera and the plebeian tradition of Czech culture

Shuko TANAKA

Milan Kundera (1929~), originally born in Czechoslovakia, is today known as a
European novelist. Living in France for about 40 years, he writes his novels in French and
passionately shows his admiration for other modern European novelists such as Rabelais,
Cervantes and Diderot. He proclaims himself their successor. Indeed, Kundera could no
longer be considered as a Czech or Slavic writer. But this is not to say that Kundera’s work
has nothing to do with Czech culture or literature. His ironical and suspicious look to things,
and the black humour in his descriptions of characters’ human failings have much in common
with the Czech and Central-European mentality. Especially, what is called “plebeian” in
the tradition of these cultures seems to have left a deep mark on Kundera’s worldview and
philosophy of life. This paper’s aim is to point out the Czech cultural influence in Kundera’s

novels toward elucidating the aesthetics vision of his novels in a new perspective.

[Keywords: Milan Kundera, Czech culture, Central Europe, plebeian tradition, European novel]
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